THE  SANTINIKETAN  PILGRIMAGE
To Sri Bibhutibhusan Gupta Gandhiji said: Tours is
a common difficulty. You carinot ride two horses at the
same time. If you mix day scholars with full-time students,
the former will overshadow and spoil the training of the
latter. Your institution was not designed for the mixture/
'Then it was said by Krishna Kripalani/ continued
Gandhiji, 'that they did not know what they were aiming
at or stood for, what the sum-total of the energies of Santi-
niketan and Sriniketan signified. My answer is tliat the
ideal before you is not to represent Bengal or even India;
you have to represent the whole world. Gurudev's claim
was not smaller than that. He stood for humanity as a
whole. He could not do that unless he represented India
with its destitute, dumb millions. That should be your
aspiration as well. Unless you represent the mass mind
of India you will not represent Gurudev as a man. You
may represent him as a singer, as a painter, or as a great
poet but you won't represent him, and history will say of
Gurudev that his institution was a failure. I do not want
history to give that verdict.'
Rathi Babu had asked that Gandhiji should allot to
Santiniketan a longer period of stay every year. 1 agree/
replied Gandhiji, 'that if my claim that I am one of you
is to be fully vindicated I ought to be here in your midst
for a longer time. I would love to do so. But my future
dispositions are in the hands of God/
The discussion was resumed on the next day when he
had a meeting with the workers and members of the staff
of the various departments. 'I want to hear from your
own lips what inspires you to be here and what are the
difficulties that confront you/ he told them, and with that
prefatory remark invited questions. As some of them did
not know Hindustani well or at all he gave the replies in
English. But he warned them that the next time they met
him they would have to speak in Hindustani, at any rate
they would not find him speaking to them in any other